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Patients Face Greater Risks at Hospitals Donate ab. 

Acquired by Private Equity Firms, Study Now NAR E 

Reveals You make the i 
difference. 


Patients in private equity-owned hospitals are over 25% more likely to suffer hospital- 
acquired adverse events such as falls and catheter-related bloodstream infections than 
those in non-private equity hospitals, according to a new study in JAMA Network. 


Latest News 


A | CHD Asks Appeals 
YX ( {= Court to Allow 
uy Lawsuit 

Challenging FDA’s 
Authorization of 
COVID Shots for 
Kids to Move 
Forward 


FDA Violated 

= Agency Guidelines 
by Promoting Off- 
Label Use of COVID 
Shots to Treat 
Long COVID 


240,000 ‘Toxic’ 
| A9 Plastic Particles 
A Found in Average 
D/ ` Liter of Bottled 


art 
Water 


2 = 
By Common Dreams 3 f Y BLg G 


Miss a day, miss a lot. Subscribe to The Defender's Top News of the Day. It's free. Ee ene 


By Jake Johnson 


A study published Dec. 26, 2023, in the Journal of the American Medical Latest Views 


Association found that patients are more likely to fall or suffer infections at Watch: ‘Mothers 
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system has grown exponentially in recent years. 


The study uses Medicare claims data from between 2009 and 2019 to compare 
patient complications at private equity-acquired hospitals and control facilities 
not owned by private equity. 
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Dr. Sneha Kannan, a critical care physician and the study’s lead author, told The U.S. Failure to 
New York Times that she was surprised by the extent of the difference between Restrict BPA 
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lower-risk patients. 


“Surgical site infections doubled from 10.8 to 21.6 per 10,000 hospitalizations at Get FREE News & 
Updates! 


private equity hospitals despite an 8.1% reduction in surgical volume; 
meanwhile, such infections decreased at control hospitals,” the study shows. 


The results indicate that the quality of inpatient care is significantly worse at 
hospitals owned by private equity firms, which are notorious for bleeding 
companies dry for a quick profit at the expense of workers and local 
communities. 
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tens of millions of people uninsured and vulnerable to medical and financial Phone 

REQUIRED. Phone number must be in 
disaster. a standard 10-digit format: 


1234567890 or 123-456-7890 
A report released in March 2023 by the consumer advocacy group Public Citizen NE 
notes that “private equity has targeted segments of the healthcare industry 


since at least the 1990s, with many predictable outcomes.” 


“Among them, shocking lapses in safety have occurred, prices have risen faster 
than at non-private-equity-acquired entities and patients have been subjected 
to price gouging schemes,” the report states. 


“The conflict between providers’ obligations to provide the best care and private 
equity investors’ insatiable appetites for maximized provides is clear.” 


The new peer-reviewed study was published just weeks after the Senate Budget 
Committee launched a bipartisan investigation into the negative impacts of 
private equity ownership on U.S. hospitals. 


“As private equity has moved into healthcare, we have become increasingly 
concerned about the associated negative outcomes for patients,” Sen. Sheldon 
Whitehouse (D-R.I.), chair of the budget panel, said in a statement on Dec. 6, 
2023. 


“From facility closures to compromised care, it’s now a familiar story: Private 
equity buys out a hospital, saddles it with debt, and then reduces operating 
costs by cutting services and staff — all while investors pocket millions,” the 
senator added. 


“Before the dust settles, the private equity firm sells and leaves town, leaving 
communities to pick up the pieces.” 


Originally published by Common Dreams. 


Jake Johnson is a senior editor and staff writer for Common Dreams. 
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SUGGEST A CORRECTION 


Common Dreams 
Common Dreams is a reader-supported independent news outlet created in 1997 as a 
new media model. Our nonprofit newsroom covers the most important news stories of 


the moment. 


Sign up for free news and updates from Children’s Health Defense. CHD focuses on 
legal strategies to defend the health of our children and obtain justice for those 
injured. We can't do it without your support. 
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| am suspicious of this report. My daughter was in a NCI hospital that refused to put in her 
record that she became septic under their care. They would not say the word septic and | 
didn't know what that meant til much later. Also they gave her an antibiotic she was allergic 
to even though she was wearing a warning bracelet. A Doctor friend who | knew took over 
her care and saved her life. Later she confided to me that the residents had just started and 
it was bad timing for us. "medical residents at teaching hospitals are cheap labor for non 
profits" we were there 21 days and only saw an attending about 2 x a week. Non profit 
hospitals are fund raising machines and they hide their mistakes. We didn't know at the time 
about all of this because we were so distraught about the dx. prior to this she had an 
emergency surgery at a private hospital in another country and the care and treatment was 
top notch and only cost us $15,000 cash for surgery and a week stay with daily visits from 
all 3 physicians. It was amazing care at a "for profit". | am not pro private hospital but | am 
pro competition and options for patients. 
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How can we know if a hospital is owned by a private equity firm? 
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So why don't the "caring" Democrats do something about it, such as bringing in laws 
restricting such privaye equity firms from buying up these hospitals? 


Waiting ....... 
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| believe this low quality of care is only going to get worse, regardless of hospital ownership. 
all the ethical medical professionals have been drummed out due to their stances on the 
whole covid debacle. only the mindless protocol and pharma pushers remain. | would have 
to have a dire emergency, severed limb or something really severe, to go to ANY hospital 
these days. 
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